ment to all changes in the weather. He had suffered for some days from sore throat, when on Sept. 2/, 1837, he applied at the hospital.
At that time the pharynx was slightly red and dry, but not perceptibly swollen; deglutition was difficult, and the patient was unable to speak aloud. He complained of pain in the pharynx, and of a sensation as of some foreign body there, impeding deglutition and respiration. The finger introduced deep into the pharynx distinguished a tense and elastic swelling, on a level with the upper part of the larynx, apparently continuous with the glottis, and perceptibly diminishing its aperture.
The patient was bled, to 18 oz. by weight, and was put on a strictly antiphlogistic plan of treatment. On the following day venesection was repeated to the same amount, thirty leeches were applied to the throat, and a blister was put on the back of the neck. These measures were not followed by any amendment, paroxysms of threatening suffocation occurred, but deglutition was not observed to be more difficult on the 29th than it had been at the time of the patient's admission into the hospital. The patient continued to be treated very actively until the 8th of October, when laryngotomy was performed in order to relieve him from the suffocation with which he appeared to be threatened every moment.
The opening into the larynx did not produce any marked improvement, but the patient breathed freely after the introduction of a canula into the trachea. During the night, however, the tube became displaced, and in the morning the man was found asphyxiated.
Oil examining the body after death it was found that no tumefaction of the glottis existed, but that its orifice was almost completely closed by a fluctuating swelling of the size of a hazle nut which projected over its upper part. It extended downwards below the cricoid cartilage, and compressed the cavity of the larynx considerably. It was formed by a collection of healthy pus, which was in contact with the anterior wall of the vertebral column and the posterior surface of the oesophagus, and extended along the sides of the larynx, in such a manner that on the left side it was not more than a quarter of an inch from the upper angle of the incision made between the thyroid and cricoid cartilages. These circumstances explain the prominence felt by the finger passed into the pharynx, as also the reasons why respiration was so much impeded, and why the canula introduced into the opening had such a constant tendency to become displaced. They further suggest that in any similar case tracheotomy should be preferred to laryngotomy. The leeches after being applied to any patient were placed by themselves in a cylindrical glass vessel, with a large mouth, and capable of holding from half a pint to two pints of water. The date of their being placed there, and the disease of the person to whom they had been applied were carefully noted, they were supplied regularly with fresh water, and were not mixed with other leeches till after the lapse of three months.
The vessels in which they were kept appear to be much more favorable to their health than those made of earth, since only 23 per cent, died when placed in the former, while 90 per cent, died of those which were kept in earthen vessels. Of 455 leeches employed during ten months, from Sep. 1839, to July 1840, 225 or 48 per cent, died, and this mortality is probably almost entirely owing to the noxious properties of the blood they drew, since 50 per cent, died of those who did not disgorge the blood, while the mortality of those who were emptied of blood before being placed in the vessel was much less.
Those who were put by, without being emptied, disgorged the blood sooner or later; most speedily (within the second or third day) when they had been applied to hemorrhoids, or to patients suffering from scurvy, or typhus.
The proportionate mortality of leeches employed in different diseases was as follows:
Of 60 By M. Tiiousseau. In three hospital patients under the care of M. Trousseau the catamenia have followed the application of a leech to the internal surface of the knee. In one case a leech was applied to the right knee; while it held on the patient experienced nothing particular, but as soon as it fell off pains in the loins came on, which lasted almost an hour, and the discharge then appeared. The next day it was arrested again, and a leech was applied to the left knee; and the discharge appeared as before, and continued as usual during three days. In another case the pains of uterine congestion commenced with the application of the leech, which adhered during an hour. The effect produced by one leech is not wonderful, says M. Trousseau, because if the bleeding is allowed to continue, as large a quantity of blood flows as the ordinary amount of menstrual discharge.
Bulletin Pelletan presented the lung, pleura, and liver of a man who died under his care in the hospital of St. Louis. Some time before the death of this patient, he began to expectorate a yellow matter, which had some resemblance to bile, but accident prevented it from being analysed. On post-mortem examination it was found that an abscess had broken through the whole thickness of the right lobe of the liver and the diaphragm, and communicated with the pleura, which formed a pouch at this situation. The neighbouring portion of lung was condensed, and a fistulous canal passed through the pulmonary substance and communicated with the bronchial tubes.
Gazette Medicate de Paris. Mars 27, 1841.
